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On Saturday 23rd March 2019, a 

meeting of an informal nature was 

convened between the ACC 

Diocese of the United Kingdom and 

the Nordic Catholic Church (NCC). 

On the evening before the meeting, 

Bishop Damien had the pleasure of 

dining with The Right Revd Roald 

Nikolai Flemestad, (Bishop 

Ordinary of the NCC) and Mrs 

Flemestad, The Very Revd Canon 

Geoffrey Neal (NCC Vicar General) 

and Mrs Neal; and The Revd 

Canon Edward Bryant, at a 

restaurant in Rye, East Sussex. 

On Saturday 23rd, Bishop Damien 

hosted a meeting with Bishop 

Flemestad and some of his UK 

based clergy, at his home in Lydd. 

The Venerable Raymond 

Thompson, Archdeacon of the ACC 

DUK and Fr Andrew Scurr were 

also in attendance. Described as a 

“getting to know you” meeting, 

everyone attending introduced 

themselves and recounted how 

God had led them to this point in 

their lives. A very friendly and 

cordial discussion of various 

matters of mutual interest followed. 

The meeting was convened partly in 

response to the recent successful 

meeting and the beginning of 

dialogue between the G4 continuing 

Anglican Jurisdictions and the 

Polish National Catholic Church 

(PNCC) in January in Atlanta, 

Georgia, USA. 

The PNCC and the NCC are 

member Churches of the Union of 

Scranton. 

Orthodox Faith   +    Anglican Worship   +   Catholic Order 

From L-R: The Very Revd Canon Geoffrey Neal (NCC Vicar General), The Right Reverend Roald Flemestad 

(Bishop Ordinary NCC), The Right Reverend Damien Mead (Bishop Ordinary of the ACC DUK) and The 

Venerable Raymond Thompson (Archdeacon of the ACC DUK). 

Informal Meeting with the NCC 
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“There is nowhere 

where we are not 

Christians; no time when 

we do not belong to the 

Lord. We are to love God 

with all (our) heart, and 

with all (our) soul, and 

with all (our) mind, at all 

times and in all places.” 

From the Bishop 
As usual for the Pentecost edition, 

the Bishop presents his Sermon and 

Charge from the Diocesan Synod. 

“And this gospel of the kingdom shall 

be preached in all the world for a 

witness unto all nations; and then 

shall the end come.” (St Matthew 

24:14) 

During this Passiontide just gone, I 

preached a sermon here at the Pro-

Cathedral in which I asked a 

rhetorical question, “What is the most 

difficult thing we are called to do as 

Christians?” 

Jesus said, “Thou shalt love the Lord 

thy God with all thy heart, and with all 

thy soul, and with all thy mind.’ This is 

the first and great commandment. 

And the second is like unto it: ‘Thou 

shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.’ 

On these two commandments hang 

all the Law and the Prophets.”  (St 

Matthew 22: 37- 40)  

Now this is rather like one of those 

subjects one can find on the 

computer or on a website. When you 

click on this, “the Greatest 

Commandment”, you get a drop-

down sub menu which takes you to all 

the ways in which you should be 

fulfilling and manifesting this. It 

sounds so simple and yet we struggle 

with this foundation to our calling and 

life as Christians. 

 

Now let us bear in mind that this IS a 

commandment, an active 

commission, given to all Christians. 

Not an optional extra. Not something 

we can pick and choose.   

After Mass someone, referring to my 

posed question, said that the biggest 

difficulty which came into their mind 

immediately was “how to share the 

faith with other people?” 

 

  

Here we have one of the sub 

headings on the drop-down menu I 

mentioned. The propagation of the 

Faith, the Proclamation of the 

Gospel, the sharing and teaching of 

the Good News of Jesus Christ. This 

three which like the Holy Trinity itself 

are in unity with each other, are, I 

think, the best way we manifest our 

fulfilment of the commandment to 

love God and love our neighbour. 

My text for today is not a 

commandment or commission to 

anyone - neither to the disciples 

listening to Jesus when he stated this 

almost 2000 years ago, nor anyone 

else since. Our Lord is simply making 

a statement of fact, prophesying that 

the entire world will hear the Gospel 

preached and then God will bring 

about the end of this world. Precisely 

how He will do this, or when, isn’t 

something that should concern us – 

above knowing that it will one day 

happen. In fact, just a moment later, 

he specifically tells those listening, 

“But of that day and hour knoweth no 

man, no, not the angels of heaven, 

but my Father only.” (St Matthew 

24:36)  

Therefore, instead of worrying about 

when this final day of judgement is to 

occur we should be worrying about 
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what Our Lord expects to find us 

doing when he does return.  

 

“Go therefore and make disciples of 

all the nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them 

to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with 

you always, even to the end of the 

age." (St Matthew 28:19-20)  

There is nowhere where we are not 

Christians; no time when we do not 

belong to the Lord. We are to love 

God with all (our) heart, and with all 

(our) soul, and with all (our) mind, at 

all times and in all places. 

 

This confession is a statement that 

our faith should guide all of our 

actions, words, and our thoughts. It is 

this commitment we are to be making 

manifest in our lives so that others 

can see we are taking our Faith 

seriously and that it really is 

something that is making a positive 

difference in our lives.  To become a 

living proclamation of the Gospel. 

However, loving God requires us to 

listen to Him and to do His will.  

We are to hear Him and pass His 

Words on to our children and 

children’s children. In the Book of 

Deuteronomy (6: 4-9) Moses told 

God’s chosen people, “Hear, O 

Israel: The LORD our God is one 

LORD:  And thou shalt love the LORD 

thy God with all thine heart, and with 

all thy soul, and with all thy might.  

And these words, which I command 

thee this day, shall be in thine heart:  

And thou shalt teach them diligently 

unto thy children, and shalt talk of 

them when thou sittest in thine house, 

and when thou walkest by the way, 

and when thou liest down, and when 

thou risest up.  And thou shalt bind 

them for a sign upon thine hand, and 

they shall be as frontlets between 

thine eyes.  And thou shalt write them 

upon the posts of thy house, and on 

thy gates.”  

This is how high and central a place 

God and our Faith in Him is to be in 

our lives. 

Knowing God and holding Him to be 

your God with your whole body, mind 

and spirit.  

It is the will of God for us to pass the 

truth of His Word and His love to as 

many people as possible. And this is 

not meant to be one task among 

many – it is to be the primary task of 

our discipleship.  

But let us return to the comment after 

my Passiontide Sermon. Sharing the 

Faith is difficult. But much of that 

difficulty comes from being unfamiliar 

with what it is we are supposed to be 

sharing and proclaiming. We must 

begin, each one of us, to undertake 

this solemn task, with a firm 

commitment, to keep on learning and 

growing in the knowledge and 

practice of our Faith ourselves. No 

one is off the hook; these commands 

of the Lord are for everyone – without 

exception!  

It is the will of God for 

us to pass the truth of 

His Word and His love 

to as many people as 

possible. And this is 

not meant to be one 

task among many – it 

is to be the primary 

task of our 

discipleship. 



4 | P a g e  

 

ISSUE 51 PENTECOST 2019  

  

Each piece of 

knowledge contained in 

the doctrines and 

dogmas surrounding our 

Faith ultimately feeds 

into this central truth: 

that humanity can have 

salvation by being born 

into God's Family - His 

Kingdom - through the 

resurrection from the 

dead. 

Sadly, there are many who claim to 

be disciples of Christ who ARE 

betraying the Faith, they either wilfully 

lack commitment and appreciation of 

its importance, seek to manipulate 

the Gospel for their own ends, or 

betray the solemn trust given them. 

When we as Christians do that, when 

we follow the false gods of the 

unbelievers around us – when we 

become slaves to the seven deadly 

sins, when we accommodate or 

actively cooperate with other religious 

beliefs, which detract or reject the 

uniqueness of Jesus Christ. 

Whatever we do in place of learning 

and renewing our commitment to the 

Faith – when these things become 

more important to us than the one 

true God, they have become false 

gods to us. And they become a 

scandal which turns other people 

away from Christ, his Church and 

eternal salvation. 

What is the answer? 

We need to begin with an 

understanding of why we are sharing 

the Faith in the first place. It is 

because in doing so we are 

manifesting and fulfilling the 

Commandment that God has given 

us. Our Commission to love Him and 

to love our neighbour. And then, to 

manifest and fulfil this 

commandment, we need to “know our 

stuff”. We need to be familiar with 

Holy Scripture; no stranger to prayer; 

committed to the obligations and 

responsibilities Church membership 

brings (which after all we affirmed 

and freely embraced when we 

decided to follow Christ). We need to 

take seriously, and be seen to take 

seriously, holy things. Approach the 

Sacraments with care, reverence and 

preparation.  

We need to NOT be satisfied with the 

10-15 minute sermon preached in 

Church each week to be our only 

source of Christian education and 

And why would God want us to do 

these things, to teach and learn His 

Word? It is for our good and the good 

of other people known to us and as 

yet unknown to us. It is so that we and 

all to whom we share and proclaim 

our faith, will be given an opportunity 

to come to know Him as the Giver of 

all good things – and as our (and 

their) loving heavenly Father.  

 

Too often we separate the 

Proclamation of the Gospel from the 

Propagation of the Faith. Proclaiming 

the Good News is essential - but 

Propagating: sowing the seeds, 

nourishing them, encouraging them, 

caring for them until they grow to 

maturity this too is essential – and to 

do this effectively requires us being 

familiar with the vast knowledge and 

experience of doing this, which the 

Church has at its disposal. At its core 

the Good News is simply this: The 

Lord delivered you from slavery to sin 

by sending His Son Jesus to die for 

your sins on the cross. Being 

baptized into His death and 

resurrection, you are set free from sin 

and death. The promises of Christ of 

which, we earnestly pray to be 

worthy, are for eternal life united to 

Christ in his glorious Kingdom.  

This is the basis and lifeblood of our 

Christian faith, but when we simply 

hear this Good News, this Gospel, 

and then fail to teach and propagate 

it, we are in danger of forgetting that 

our Faith is the greatest treasure, the 

most beautiful thing, and the only 

sure hope and eternal thing, we 

possess.  
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We need clergy and 

lay leaders in our 

Church who will help 

guide and facilitate 

our Laity to this end. 

knowledge. We need to educate 

ourselves in the Faith of the One, 

Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church 

– we need clergy and lay leaders in 

our Church who will help guide and 

facilitate our Laity to this end. Not 

seeing this as a threat to their role or 

job - but to enrich and enable the flock 

committed to their care. We also have 

some excellent books now to help 

this process. I think a lack of real 

Orthodox Christian education has led 

us to so many of the problems we 

have in the modern Church today, a 

lack of any real Propagation of the 

Faith has a part to play in our 

Churches being increasingly empty.  

Unchanging faith in a Changing 

World”. 

The “Good News" is a huge 

umbrella, under which stands a 

massive amount of teaching. Each 

piece of knowledge contained in the 

doctrines and dogmas surrounding 

our Faith ultimately feeds into this 

central truth: that humanity can have 

salvation by being born into God's 

Family - His Kingdom - through the 

resurrection from the dead.  

On the evening before the 

crucifixion, Jesus said, “A new 

commandment I give unto you. That 

ye love one another; as I have loved 

you” (John 13:34). For 33 years 

Jesus had given his disciples, and, 

through them, us, a picture of what 

real love truly is. Jesus said, “Love 

one another as I have loved you.”  

He brought us the Gospel, the Good 

News, He is the Good News. He 

shared this with us freely. Can we 

stand by with heads bowed, hands 

hanging limply at our sides, finding a 

million and one excuses when faced 

with Love of that magnitude? Let us 

return God’s Love for us, by 

equipping ourselves to share His 

Gospel, His Good News, The Faith 

with our neighbour! Let us do so by 

“knowing our stuff”, by deepening 

our learning and allowing that 

knowledge and the Power of the 

Holy Ghost to give us confidence.   

 

For, my brothers and sisters, “we 

have a Gospel to proclaim, Good 

news for men in all the earth; The 

Gospel of a Saviour’s name: Let us 

sing His glory, and tell His worth”.   

 

At this point I make no excuses for a 

completely shameless promotion of 

three books which will help you. 

Archbishop Haverland’s classic book 

“Anglican Catholic Faith and 

Practice”, and more recent additions 

to our arsenal - Fr Jonathan Munn’s 

most helpful contribution to bridge the 

gap in the resources we have 

available: “Whom seek ye?” A guide 

for those preparing to be received 

and/or Confirmed into the Church 

(which I would like to see being 

utilised as a common resource 

throughout the Diocese) and the 

weightier (but certainly not less 

readable) “Anglican Catholicism – 
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News from the 

XXVIIIth 

Diocesan Synod 

 

 

The Diocesan Synod this year was 

held at St Augustine’s Pro-Cathedral, 

Painters Forstal, near Faversham, 

Kent.  The Synod began with a 

Solemn Pontifical Votive Mass for the 

Propagation of the Faith, celebrated 

by the Bishop Ordinary, the Right 

Reverend Damien Mead.    The 

Reverend Dr Jonathan Munn was 

Deacon, the Reverend Andrew Scurr 

was Subdeacon, and the Venerable 

Raymond Thompson was the 

Bishop’s Chaplain.  Mr Roy Hipkiss 

was Thurifer and Mr Andrew Hall was 

Crucifer.  Dr Roy Fidge acted as 

Sidesman.  The Organist was Dr 

Michael Bond and the choir was 

arranged by Mr Andrew Butler. 

Delegates were provided with a 

delicious Buffet lunch, arranged by St 

Augustine’s and served in the Fyfe – 

Graham Parish Room after the Mass.  

This was much appreciated by 

everyone  

Synod Business Meeting 

The Bishop opened the business 

session of Synod with Prayer and 

welcomed the Delegates to the first 

Synod being held at the Pro-

Cathedral.   He said what a joy is was 

to be meeting there. He reminded 

Synod of the Recent sudden death 

on Easter Day, of Deacon Richard 

Mulholland and a short period of 

silence was observed in memory of 

him. 

 

Fr Gregory Wassen, priest in charge 

of the Provisional Mission of St 

Boniface, Orvelte, in the 

Netherlands spoke briefly about his 

Mission and how it was developing 

now that he had a permanent home 

for it and requested Synod that the 

Mission might be granted full 

Mission status.   All Agreed and the 

Bishop was delighted to welcome St 

Boniface as a full Mission.      

 It was also agreed that Our Lady of 

Walsingham and St Francis, 

Rochester revert back to its former 

independent status of a Parish with 

Fr Scurr as Priest in Charge.    

Dr Fidge reported that in addition to 

the Diocesan Bishop, seven of the 

possible eleven Congregations 

were present and represented at 

Synod with twenty-two people in 

attendance.     He went on to 

recommend that all members of the 

Diocese read through the Analysis 

of the Annual Returns to get some 

idea of the various statistics related 

to the Diocese and reported that our 

numbers had fallen slightly over the 

year 179 at the beginning to 173 

now (a drop of about 3%) 

The Bishop’s charge to synod is 

reproduced above. 
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Various reports were give and are 

available from the secretary. 

 

Serious Need for a Treasurer 

Due to last minute changes, the 

Bishop had to supply the information 

from the Treasury for the Synod 

meeting. This is clearly inappropriate 

for the Bishop to do, and he was very 

clear that we need a long-term, 

committed and competent treasurer.  

In presenting a Resolution, The 

Bishop sought permission from the 

Synod to co-opt a Treasurer onto the 

Council of Advice if, as and when a 

suitable candidate be found. This 

resolution was passed unanimously. 

Report from the Treasury 

In the Treasurer’s Report the main 

figures are: 

Opening Balance at 1/1/2018        

                                           £ 7252.41 

Total Income                     £40127.32 

Subtotal                           £ 47379.73 

Total Expenditure 2018   £ 45989.30 

Subtotal                           £ 45989.30 

Closing Balance at 31/12/2018    

                                        £   1390.43 

It can be seen that there has been an 

excess of expenditure over income 

which has seriously eroded the 

working balance and has thrown up 

certain financial matters which will 

require immediate and continuing 

attention.   One major area of concern 

is the fact that the Diocese has no 

regular income of its own nor the 

means of readily generating income 

and so a major project to examine 

ways to remedy this will need to be 

put in hand.  The secretary proposes 

drawing up a paper to consider some 

of the possible ways forward which 

will be circulated for general attention 

in due course.  When you have the 

opportunity please give this matter 

your careful attention.   The Budget 

for next year is planned for 

£45,000.00. 

The Endowment Fund began the 

year with £9227.84 and has a current 

balance of £11883.07  

Bishop’s Award 

 

A highlight of the afternoon of the 

Diocesan Synod, was the 

presentation of the 2019 Bishop’s 

Award for Outstanding Lay Service to 

the Church and Diocese - this year’s 

recipient was Mr Andrew Lloyd Hall. 

Mr Hall, his wife Samantha, and their 

children, are members of the Pro-

Cathedral Parish. 

Board of Ministry 

A Vote of Thanks was given to The 

Rev Canon Donald Walker for the 

sterling work he has done as 

Chairman of the Board of Ministry for 

many years since it was established.  

It was with regret that the Bishop 

accepted Canon Walker’s resignation 

for personal reasons and the Diocese 

is truly grateful for his commitment.   

The Board of Ministry will be 

restructured under the Chairmanship 
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of the Archdeacon who will be 

supported by Fr Jonathan Munn as 

the Secretary to the Board. 

Appointments of Officers 

The synod consented to the following 

appointments: 

 Dr Frank Wiswall, (Original 

Province) as Chancellor; 

 Mrs Sarah Wagner-Wassen 

(St Boniface, Orvelte, The 

Netherlands) as Vice-

Chancellor; 

 Dr Roy Fidge (St Mary and St 

Eanswythe, Dartford) as 

Diocesan Secretary; 

 Diocesan Treasurer – 

POSITION VACANT!!; 

 Endowment Investment Fund 

Secretary – appointment 

pending; 

 Mrs Margaret Mead (St 

Augustine, Painters Forstal) 

as Historian and Archivist; 

 Mr Roy Hipkiss (St 

Augustine, Painters Forstal) 

as Safeguarding Officer; 

 The Rev Gareth Parry (The 

Good Shepherd & St Tudwal, 

Conwy) as Assistant 

Safeguarding Officer;  

 The Rev Andrew Scurr (Our 

Lady of Walsingham and St 

Francis, Rochester) as Risk 

Assessment Officer 

 The Venerable Raymond 

Thompson as Chairman of 

the Board of Ministry; 

 The Rev Howard Marsh (Our 

Lady & St Edward Confessor, 

Bolton) as Northern Deanery 

Chaplain to the Anglican 

Catholic Fellowship; 

 The Venerable Raymond 

Thompson as Southern 

Deanery Chaplain to the 

Anglican Catholic Fellowship; 

 Dr Roy Fidge (St Mary and 

St Eanswythe, Dartford) as 

Trinitarian Promoter; 

 The Rev Dr Jonathan 

Munn Obl OSB (St Anselm 

and St Odile, Sheffield) as 

Assistant Webmaster; 

 Ms. Justine Laws (Non-

Parochial – Credo Care) as 

Independent 

Examiner/Auditor 

Council of Advice 

The membership of the Council now 

consists of: 

House of Clergy 

• The Rev Roger Bell (Our Lady 

and St Edward, Bolton) 

• The Rev Anthony Chadwick (St 

Mary the Virgin, Hautot Saint 

Sulpice, France) 

• The Rev Gareth Parry (The Good 

Shepherd and St Tudwal, Conwy)  

• Bishop’s Nominee: The Rev Dr 

Miles Maylor (St Deiniol and St 

Asaph, Pembroke) 

House of Laity 

• Mrs Maggie Bendelow (St Deiniol 

and St Asaph, Pembroke) 

• Mr Roy Hipkiss (St Augustine, 

Painters Forstal) 

• Mr Andrew Hall (St Augustine, 

Painters Forstal) 

 (Those in italics were elected or 

appointed at this synod.) 

The XXIX Diocesan Synod will be 

held on Saturday 23rd May 2020, at 

Central Hall Westminster. Please 

add this date to your diary as it is an 

alteration from the date previously 

publicised. 

 



9 | P a g e  

 

ISSUE 51 PENTECOST 2019  

“So there 

  

  

Around the Diocese 

Carols in Wales 

 

The Mission of the Good Shepherd 

and St Tudwal, Conwy celebrated 

their carol service on the fourth 

Sunday in Advent at Gwydir Uchaf. 

All in all, thirteen happy folk gathered 

for the Mission’s main Christmas 

celebration. 

Carols at the Pro-Cathedral  

 

On Sunday 23rd December the Pro-

Cathedral Parish began to warm up 

for its celebration of Christmastide 

with a pre-Christmas Carol Service. 

The Bishop officiated and Dr Michael 

Bond on the Organ played a range of 

traditional Carols. Afterwards, some 

of those attending met in the Fyfe-

Graham Parish Room for hot drinks 

and mince pies.  

New books for the Anglican 

Catholic Church 

Whom See Ye? 

From Bishop Damien Mead's 

Foreword to Fr Jonathan Munn's 

newly published book 'Whom Seek 

Ye'?.  

"This book has been written to fulfil an 

important and urgent need for this 

Diocese in providing an opportunity 

for newcomers to the Anglican 

Catholic Church to explore what we 

believe and why. There is nothing 

new or unique in our Faith and 

Practice as traditional Anglican 

Catholics, we do not claim to be THE 

one true Church - but believe we are 

part of THE One True Church. Father 

Jonathan Munn, OblOSB, has risen 

to the challenge I gave him when 

commissioning this book and I thank 

him and heartily recommend it. 

 

Everyone comes to the same 

Christian Faith from a different 

direction, and we believe that, while 

the Church's doctrine is fixed, our 

journey to and within that doctrine is 

not and needs careful guidance. 

There can be no one-size-fits-all 

approach to catechism (teaching the 

faith) especially in the present day 

and age in which self-discovery is 

high in the minds of people. There is, 

within the following pages, clear 

opportunity and direction for the 

newcomer to learn from discussion 

with a mentor. One simply cannot 

learn the faith by books: it must be 

lived with others. Even the reading of 

Holy Scripture needs to be read in a 
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There can be no one-

size-fits-all approach 

to catechism (teaching 

the faith) especially in 

the present day and 

age in which self-

discovery is high in 

the minds of people. 

There is, within the 

following pages, clear 

opportunity and 

direction for the 

newcomer to learn 

from discussion with a 

mentor 

Christian community for it to inform 

and encourage the soul. 

Readers can rest assured that, 

although the Anglican Catholic 

Church is very small in the United 

Kingdom, it has people within it who 

are happy to share their journeys to 

God with those who are interested. 

The practice of the Catholic Religion 

must come from the heart. This book 

seeks to help reconcile what we 

believe with what we do, and readers 

would do well to see how the Works of 

Mercy fit in with their lives. Our duty to 

tend to the needs of others must be 

informed by what we believe, and not 

the other way around as some may 

think in this day and age. 

+Damien" 

To accompany "Whom Seek Ye?", Fr  

Munn published his second book, 

"Anglican Catholicism: Unchanging 

Faith in a Changing World" 

.  

Anglican Catholicism: Unchanging 

Faith in a Changing World 

Archbishop Mark Haverland has 

kindly written a foreword for this text: 

"As the author also of a book 

designed to introduce the faith of the 

Anglican Catholic Church to 

newcomers and interested inquirers, I 

perhaps have some standing for 

recommending Father Munn's work. 

The reader will quickly discover the 

greatest virtue of this book: Father 

Munn in a deeply impressive fashion 

shows the intimate and extensive 

connections between what our 

Church believes now and what the 

Church has always believed. This 

book is filled with apposite, well-

chosen, and relevant quotations, 

particularly from the Fathers of the 

Church. This is a very helpful 

exposition of the Church's teaching, 

largely through the words of the 

Fathers of the first millennium. I am 

deeply grateful to Father Munn for 

the work he has done and for his 

willingness to share the fruits of his 

study with us all in this form." 

Both are available via the print on 

demand web site www.lulu.com and 

Amazon. 

A Smashing Time! 

 

On Monday 28th January, the Pro-

Cathedral Parish in Kent discovered 

that a window had been broken 

either on Sunday afternoon or 

during the day on Monday. 

Commenting on the damage, 

Bishop Damien said: We are very 

grateful to the kind and thoughtful 

neighbours who reported the broken 

window at St Augustine’s Church 

today. It would seem that it was 

caused by a young man kicking a 

football - if he did then perhaps I 

suggest he signs up for the England 

Squad - and use his energy there - 

the ball hit the window with such 

force the glass flew across the 

sanctuary!  
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One simply cannot 

learn the faith by 

books: it must be lived 

with others. Even the 

reading of Holy 

Scripture needs to be 

read in a Christian 

community for it to 

inform and encourage 

the soul. 

A day later, the Bishop received a 

note from two boys owning up to the 

damage and being very apologetic.  

Diocesan Chrism Mass 2019 

On Wednesday 17th April – Spy 

Wednesday – the Bishop celebrated 

the Diocesan Chrism Mass and 

consecrated the Holy Oils to be used 

in the coming 12 months by our 

priests in baptism, anointing the sick 

and dying, and used by the bishop at 

confirmations, the ordinations of 

priests and in the consecrating of 

various sacred items. 

 

 

Bishop Damien, assisted by the 

Archdeacon, the senior priest in the 

diocese, Fr Raymond Thompson, 

celebrated at the Pro-Cathedral 

Church of St Augustine of 

Canterbury. 

Traditionally the Chrism Mass is 

celebrated during the day on 

Maundy Thursday and all the clergy 

in a Diocese, or under the 

jurisdiction of the bishop, are invited 

to attend. Our custom for the past 10 

years has been to hold the Chrism 

Mass on the Wednesday of Holy 

Week - as was the case this year. 

Unfortunately the geographical 

spread of our clergy across the 

country usually prevents clergy from 

attending, however the Oils will be 

distributed at the Diocesan Synod on 

Saturday 4th May at the Pro-

Cathedral. Three Oils are blessed: 

the Oil for the Sick, the Oil of 

Catechumens and the Sacred 

Chrism. 

Death of Former Curate 

 

Amidst the joy and happiness of their 

Easter Day celebrations the Pro-

Cathedral Parish received a phone 

call breaking the extremely sad news 

of the unexpected death that morning 

of their former Assistant Curate and 

Parish Deacon, Richard Mulholland 

at home. He was only 41. 

Bishop Damien said, “Everyone is 

deeply saddened and shocked by this 

news and our love and prayers are 

with his family, friends and for the 

repose of his soul.” 

Richard was ordained deacon by 

Bishop Damien on 21st November 

2015 and served at St Augustine’s 

until July 2018 when the Council of 

Advice received his resignation from 

the ordained ministry on personal 

grounds. 

A crowdfunding project organised by 

Richard’s good friend, Roy Hipkiss, 

raised over £5,000 to contribute to 

the cost of his funeral. 

+ Rest eternal grant unto him, O Lord, 

and let light perpetual shine upon 

him. 

Confirmation in Wales 

On Sunday 19th May (being the fourth 

Sunday after Easter) the Bishop 

visited North Wales to celebrate 

Mass, preach and to bestow the 
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Sacrament of Confirmation at The 

Mission of the Good Shepherd & St 

Tudwal / Cenhadaeth y Bugail Da a 

Sant Tudwal, Conwy. 

 

The Bishop celebrated Mass 

according to the 1984 Welsh Book 

of Common Prayer, assisted by Fr 

Gareth Parry (the Priest in Charge) 

who read the Epistle in Welsh. The 

Bishop then preached and 

conferred the Sacrament of 

Confirmation and received into the 

full communion of the Anglican 

Catholic Church, Ronald Charles 

Holme, Michael Smales and Mark 

Curtis Harper. 

 

Diocesan Retreat 

 

The Diocesan Retreat will be held at 

Ascot Priory from 20th to 22nd 

August. The chaplains will be Fr 

Miles Maylor and Fr Gareth Parry 

who will assist with the retreat 

activities. All those interested should 

contact Fr Andrew Scurr (07917 

800611, apscurr@globalnet.co.uk) 

International News 

RIP Bishop John-Benedict, CGS. 

(20/12/56 - 08/12/18) 

 

Bishop Damien Mead writes: Of your 

charity please pray for the repose of 

the soul of my friend and brother 

bishop, The Right Revd. John-

Benedict (MacDonald), CGS. Bishop 

Ordinary of the Anglican Catholic 

Church, Missionary Diocese of the 

Philippines, and Governor General of 

the Congregation of the Good 

Samaritan who died at 1:12 am 

(Philippine time) 8th December, 2018. 

He was consecrated on 20th October 

2016 to serve in the Philippines, 

having relocated from the USA to live 

there. He was truly an evangelist in 

word and deed and, with the 

assistance of his enthusiastic clergy 

and laity, was in the process of 

transforming the Missionary Diocese. 

Please pray for the clergy and people 

of his Diocese and the Members of the 

CGS. 

ACC and PNCC in dialogue 

In January. the ACC and its 

ecumenical partners (the Anglican 

Church in America, the Anglican 

Province of America, and the Diocese 

of the Holy Cross), commonly known 

as the G-4, began a dialogue with the 

Polish National Catholic Church 

(PNCC), a member Church of the 

Union of Scranton. 
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Prime Bishop Mikovsky celebrated 

mass according to the rite of the 

PNCC. This was the first time since 

1952 that a PNCC Prime Bishop had 

celebrated the Eucharist using his 

own church’s rite at an Anglican 

church. 

Prayer needed for Democratic 

Republic of Congo 

 

On 22nd March, Bishop Steven 

Ayule-Milenge wrote: 'I have just 

received a phone call which has 

informed me that the Parishes of St. 

Michael, Ikunda, and St. Joseph, 

Kinyokwe, have been devastated by 

violent combat between the Mai-Mai 

militia from the Bafuliro tribe and that 

of the Banyamulenge Tutsi, in the 

Mitumba Mountains. The 

government has sent the army to 

calm the situation, but today, it 

seems that they have taken their 

part in the fighting. We have no 

information about the priests in 

charge because it is impossible to 

contact them by phone. The last 

news that we have had is that they 

are hiding in the forest. Their houses 

and churches have been burnt 

during the fighting between the two 

armed groups. Please pray for the 

parishioners who are hiding in the 

forest during this rainy season.' 

Please hold Bishop Steven and the 

people of the Democratic Republic of 

Congo in your prayers. 

Trinitarian Subscriptions 

 

The Trinitarian is the Official Gazette 

of the Anglican Catholic Church. First 

published in April of 1979 as an organ 

of the Diocese of the Holy Trinity, 

USA, it became a church-wide 

publication in 1982, and is distributed 

today throughout the world. 

In addition to publishing news, 

editorials, and reviews, as Official 

Gazette of the ACC, The Trinitarian is 

charged with printing notices of Acts 

of Synod, actions by the College of 

Bishops, and any matters of policy 

that the College may direct. 

The Trinitarian is published six times 

annually--January, March, May, July, 

September, and November. 

Subscriptions for the Trinitarian can 

be made online. Please check the 

ACC Website for details. 
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Devotional Work in 

Colombia 

 

The Right Reverend Germán 

Hurtado, Bishop Ordinary of the 

Diocese of New Granada (Diócesis 

de la Nueva Granada), South 

America recently shared 

photographs of the construction of 

the High Altar at his new Cathedral 

of the Blessed Sacrament (la 

Catedral del Santísimo 

Sacramento) in Pereira, Colombia. 

 

Bishop Germán explained that the 

inspiration came from a photograph 

of a medieval altar (as pictured). 

With four spaces to accommodate 

images of Saints. In the middle there 

will be a tabernacle to house the 

Blessed Sacrament. He added, To 

the glory of God, we will have a nice 

cathedral. 

 

The Altar is being constructed in situ 

from Canadian pine wood. It will 

have a reredos of red wine paint and 

gold leaf. 

Fr. Edgardo, who is an experienced 

carpenter, from Chile (which is one 

of the four countries under the 

Bishop’s jurisdiction - the others 

being Colombia itself, Venezuela 

and Brazil) is working on the altar. 

Bishop Germán is also fully involved 

in the construction. Fr. Edgardo will 

be staying in Colombia for two 

months thanks to the generous 

support of Mrs Kent Garbee, an 

ACC member who lives in Georgia, 

USA. 

Treasuring what we 

have 

By Fr Jonathan Munn OblOSB 

(Diocesan Treasurer from 2012 to 

2015) 

Given that Bishop Damien has 

expressed his concerns over the 

lack of Diocesan Treasurer, I 

thought it best to try and encourage 

one of our readers to consider the 

position seriously. I was the 

Diocesan Treasurer for a short 

while. I began my tenure as a 

layman and ended it as a priest. I 

had to resign because I was to 

become a daddy and full-time carer 

for my daughter and, subsequently, 

my two other children.  
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I have to say that, having a clergyman 

be the Diocesan Treasurer is not a 

good idea. One reason is because of 

the way our church is governed. The 

Anglican Catholic Church owes its 

existence to the many committed men 

and women of the laity who made the 

hard decision to leave the Anglican 

Communion to found a Church who 

would restore and preserve the 

Catholic Faith. It is their hard work and 

perseverance which means that we 

are where we are today. I know we’re 

not big in numbers, but we’re stable 

and capable of growing – and growing 

well!  

But we do need someone to take up 

the reins and become our Diocesan 

Treasurer. I will freely admit that I 

have a background in mathematics 

but, really, the only intellectual 

demands are simple housekeeping 

and common sense. The day-to-day 

work is quite minimal and, if things are 

kept up-to-date, not too onerous. 

There are a three larger tasks to do 

each year: sort out the Gift Aid claim 

from the HMRC; provide accounts 

and a report for the Diocesan Synod; 

and provide a report for the 

Independent Examiner so that we can 

fulfil our obligations to the Charity 

Commission. Given that we have a lot 

of help with the book-keeping these 

days, much of the work is just liaising 

with the book-keeper so that she 

knows where funds are coming and 

going. 

The Diocesan Treasurer is a Trustee 

which does entail a legal burden of 

responsibility. There is a sense in 

which the “buck stops with the 

Treasurer” but if we keep in good 

order, remain honest and comply with 

the Law on a day-to-day basis, there 

really is no reason to be afraid. 

Further, our Faith means that, 

whatever happens, we have the 

Almighty on our side as we work for 

Him.  

If my circumstances were different, I 

would take up the role again 

because it enabled me to play a part 

in running the Diocese and shoulder 

the burden which the Bishop and the 

Secretary have to bear. It enabled 

me to give something back to the 

Diocese and to deepen my 

relationship with the Church as the 

work which seems mundane and 

secular becomes important for the 

work of God.  

Please would you pray hard for 

someone to hear God’s call to our 

Treasury and give some thought as 

to why you can’t do it. 

 

The Trial of Jesus – 

Some Thoughts 

By Harry Bendelow (Reader, St 

Asaph and St Deiniol, 

Pembrokeshire) 

I can remember in the early 1960s 

being told by a teacher that the trial 

of Jesus was a political trial. The 

implication being that Jesus must 

have been a Zealot who was intent 

on overthrowing the status quo, if 

necessary, by violence. The 

enthusiasm of the entry into 

Jerusalem followed by the cleansing 
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of the Temple was quoted as 

evidence for this. 

 

The question must be asked was 

Jesus a Zealot? Was the cleansing of 

the court of the Gentiles intended as a 

signal for violent revolution? He 

certainly had a zealot in his inner 

circle; however, we can see clearly in 

the teachings of Jesus that this could 

not be the case. Some of the crowds 

who entered the city shouting 

‘Hosanna’ might have been expecting 

the violent overthrow of the ‘powers 

that be’ in Jerusalem but what Jesus 

thought and intended was very 

different! Jesus wanted to proclaim a 

new and better kingdom, one in which 

the weapons of war were to be 

destroyed. 

Jesus used, as a frame of reference 

for his actions and teachings, the 

prophecies of Zechariah and Isaiah 

and both of them pointed to a King of 

peace riding on a donkey. The image 

of the ‘Suffering Servant’ and the 

‘Good Shepherd’ (who laid down his 

life for the flock) formed the backdrop 

of his actions. The only violence 

perpetrated was against Jesus. The 

‘Pierced One’ of Old Testament 

prophecy, was to be the means of 

salvation. 

Jesus was certainly full of zeal; but it 

was a new type of zeal that would 

serve God and man through non-

violence. Christ’s zeal was for self-

giving love. The type of zeal that 

should become every Christian’s goal. 

Jesus was wrongly condemned 

before the High priest for blasphemy 

and not for being a violent 

revolutionary: 

“Then the high priest rent his 

clothes, saying, He hath spoken 

blasphemy; what further need have 

we of witnesses? behold, now ye 

have heard his blasphemy. What 

think ye? They answered and said, 

He is guilty of death. Then did they 

spit in his face, and buffeted him; 

and others smote him with the palms 

of their hands” (Matthew xxvi 65-67) 

 

Suddenly, it occurred to Roy that the plan to 
rescue the Bishop from the Treasury was 
flawed on at least two counts. 

For Reflection 

At that time: Jesus went about all the 

cities and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues, and preaching the 

gospel of the kingdom, and healing 

every sickness and every disease 

among the people. But when he saw 

the multitudes, he was moved with 

compassion on them, because they 

fainted, and were scattered abroad, 

as sheep having no shepherd. Then 

saith he unto his disciples, The 

harvest truly is plenteous, but the 

labourers are few; Pray ye therefore 

the Lord of the harvest, that he will 

send forth labourers into his harvest. 

(Gospel from the Mass for the 

Propagation of the Faith, St Matthew 

ix.35-end) 
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It is, however, an 

honour that places 

me at the feet of 

Jesus, thanking Him 

for choosing me to be 

a priest and asking 

Him to give me the 

grace to love and 

serve them as He 

loves and serves me. 

From the Archdeacon 

 
The Venerable Raymond 

Thompson 

Sharing in people’s joys and sorrows 

– their laughter and concerns, 

experiencing their kindness and their 

deep faith – is an honour that priests 

often feel that we do not deserve. It 

is, however, an honour that places 

me at the feet of Jesus, thanking 

Him for choosing me to be a priest 

and asking Him to give me the grace 

to love and serve them as He loves 

and serves me. The events of 

Maundy Thursday in the upper room 

bring home most vividly the ministry 

of service to which priests are called. 

 

The English word “Easter” has 

pagan roots. Before the word 

“Easter” was used, the word used for 

the celebration was “Pascha”, 

derived from and linked to the 

Jewish festival of Passover. Indeed 

the French word Pâques and the 

Italian Pasqua have retained that link, 

as have other languages. According 

to the Venerable Bede, the word 

Easter comes from the Anglo-Saxon 

name for the month of April, 

“Eostremonath” (after the Saxon 

goddess Eostre). 

 

 When the Saxons came to England 

they brought Eostre worship with 

them. Many of them subsequently 

converted to Christianity and since 

Pascha was most often celebrated in 

Eostre month, English Christians 

began calling it “Easter”. Eostre 

(sometimes spelt Oestre) was a 

fertility goddess from whom we derive 

the word “oestrogen”. One Eostre 

symbol was “adapted” by the Saxon 

Christians: eggs representing fertility 

and new life came to represent the 

resurrection or new life of Christ after 

the crucifixion. (But whilst Eostre was 

also symbolised by a hare, there is no 

evidence of any link to the popular 

Easter Bunny, which made its first 

appearance in the 16th century in 

Germany.) 
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The newly species-
reassigned Archdeacon 
interviews his first candidate 
for Holy Orders concerning a 
church plant. 

Mass Schedules from 

Missions and Parishes 

Some of our Parishes and Missions, 

for reasons of geography, cannot hold 

services weekly. Below, we publish 

the dates and times of some of the 

Masses of some of our Churches 

where this is the case. 

The Mission of the Good Shepherd 

& St Tudwal / Cenhadaeth Y Bugail 

Da a Sant Tudwal  

 

All regular services in 2019 will be on 

the 1st Sunday of the month at 11 

a.m.:  

July 7th;  

August 4th;  

September 1st;  

October 6th (Harvest Thanksgiving). 

Also at 3 p.m, Gosber (Welsh 

Evensong)  

November 3rd; 

December 1st. 

Our Lady of Walsingham and St 

Francis, Rochester 

The Mass will be said at Fort Pitt 

Military Cemetery at 10:00am on the 

following Sundays  

June 23rd   Trinity I 

July 14th     Trinity IV 

July 28th   Trinity VI 

August 11th   Trinity VIII 

August 25th   Trinity X 

September 8th   Trinity XII 

September 22nd  Trinity XIV 

September 29th  Michaelmas 

Bishop’s Diary 

 

Sorry! This is the Bishop's dairy* 

Saturday 22nd June – Patronal 

Festival of St Alban’s Church in 

Salford 

Saturday 20th July – Council of 

Advice 

Tuesday 20th – Thursday 21st August 

– Diocesan Retreat 

Saturday 21st September – Joint 

ACC & NCC Meeting in Westminster 

Saturday 5th October – Patronal 

Festival of Our Lady of Walsingham 

and St Francis, Rochester   

Saturday 16th November – Council of 

Advice 

 

 

*The Editor would like to apologise to the 

lactose intolerant for this terrible joke. 
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Donations to aid the 

ACC in our work can 

be made online. Visit 

the Diocesan Website 

and click on
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“Like many in the 

Anglican Catholic 

Church UK, I do not 

have a Parish Church 

on my doorstep and 

have to travel: the 

Chapel has helped me 

by allowing me to 

carry on saying 

prayers with the 

churches, Saints day 

and Festivals. The 

Icons and Statues 

become windows to 

heaven when I am in 

prayer and I am 

meditating from the 

Bible readings” 

My Chapel 

By James Cooper (Brother Thomas 

Augustine TDC) 

 

My Chapel started life in the Church of 

England as I did and was used by 

more traditional Catholic Anglicans for 

Masses, the sacrament was kept here 

until I left the Church of England. The 

Society of St Francis have had prayer 

meetings twice a year here. 

The Chapel now is used just by myself 

for prayers and devotion. As a Third 

Order Franciscan, I live by a rule of life 

which includes prayers. I use the 

Anglican Breviary with the FODC 

prayers added so it is different to what 

some are used to. 

 

 

Some people in the area who know of 

my Chapel do come and use it for 

silent prayer or join me in the 

Anglican Breviary when it is being 

said. 

Well I can escape from the world 

outside and find peace with my 

maker, close the door and talk to 

Our Lord in prayer and listen to his 

reply, it is not always the answer we 

want to hear but his way is always 

best for us so we have to learn to be 

still and listen. 

 

Like many in the Anglican Catholic 

Church UK, I do not have a Parish 

Church on my doorstep and have to 

travel: the Chapel has helped me by 

allowing me to carry on saying 

prayers with the Church’s Saints’ 

days and Festivals. The Icons and 

Statues become windows to heaven 

when I am in prayer and I am 

meditating from the Bible readings. 

Finally, my religious name is 

Thomas Augustine, so I thought I 

would let you know how I came to 

choose these names. I chose them 

from the Apostle Saint Thomas (the 

doubter, feast day December 21st) 

and Saint Augustine of Canterbury 

(May 26th). 

I chose the Apostle St Thomas 

because I had doubts 2 years ago 

as to where the Lord wanted me. St 

Thomas, too, had doubts only his 

were over Christ's Resurrection. I 

chose St Augustine of Canterbury 

as it’s the name of the first Parish 

Church I came in contact with. 
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and there is a time to come together. 

Too little solitude and we lose that 

intimacy with God – an intimacy that 

Our Lord sought on many occasions 

by seeking solitude – too much 

solitude and we forget how we are 

supposed to be together: truly, we 

lose the skills to interact with our 

brothers and sisters.  

This is why Synod is so important: it 

keeps us from becoming 

comfortable in ourselves. It stops us 

from becoming self-interested, self-

opinionated, self-righteous and 

selfish which are inevitable 

consequences of being out of touch 

with our Christian Family. We have 

One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism 

and this is our strength despite our 

size. Little David, through faith, 

vanquishes Goliath. Gideon’s little 

band, through faith, destroys 

thousands. Samson, through faith, 

overcomes his enemies with the 

jawbone of an ass.  

We are tiny, and we face the 

demonic forces of Apathy, Apostasy 

and Complacency all flung at us by 

the hand of the Devil. But, in our faith 

in God – the faith the Church has 

ALWAYS proclaimed – we can and 

will overcome through the power of 

God alone. Miracles do happen! We 

have to believe it and live like we 

believe it.  

I was very grateful to hear that our 

Synod will be held in Westminster on 

23rd May, next year: it makes travel 

easier for me. With my new little 

baby arriving this summer, I don’t 

know whether I will be able to make 

that Synod. However, I am praying 

hard that circumstances will allow 

this to happen. I want to be there 

very much because I want to be with 

my Church which I don’t see and yet 

I know it prays for me. Please pray 

hard that you, too, may attend Synod 

next year. It will honestly do you a lot 

of good! 

From the Editor 

I am very grateful for all the kind words 

and comments that have been made 

about the two books that I have 

recently published. I have received 

immense support from the 

Archdeacon, Bishop Damien and 

Archbishop Mark and I find myself 

very unworthy of their kindness. Of 

course, just as the sermon is merely a 

vehicle for the word of God 

irrespective of the speaker, likewise, if 

there is any good that comes from 

what I have written then that good 

comes only from God. 

I began writing because I have always 

wanted to show how we Anglican 

Catholics are “the real deal”, that we 

have the Catholic Faith, that we are a 

real Church, and that we have 

something worth holding. I fully 

believe that and want to encourage 

my readers to be confident in what 

they believe.  

It’s very easy for us to see our tiny 

numbers and struggling 

congregations and lose heart. We do 

struggle to get a Synod together 

because we are all over the place. 

Many of us are old and infirm; many of 

us are busy with secular work that 

takes up so much of our time and 

time-off is hard to come by; many of 

us have people to look after. 

Wherever we hold our Synod, there 

will be difficulties for someone to 

travel to get there. Because we are 

small and spread out all over the 

place, it’s easy for us to fall into 

loneliness and from loneliness into 

finding comfort in being alone. St 

Benedict reminds us that the business 

of being a hermit is only healthy for 

those whom God has prepared 

through monasticism in a community.  

If we have become isolated, then we 

need for our own health to find ways 

to meet up. There is a time for solitude 
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Where to worship … 

“I will go unto the 

altar of God, even 

unto the God of 

my joy and 

gladness.” 
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NB: Every effort is 

taken to ensure 

these times are 

correct but please 

telephone or email 

beforehand to 

double check if 

uncertain 

Anglican Catholic Fellowship 

We have a number of housegroups around the country for those 

scattered Anglican Catholics around the country who are not 

near an established Parish or Mission. If you are interested in 

joining – or forming! – a housegroup, please contact the Bishop 

(St Augustine’s) or Fr Howard Marsh (Our Lady and St Edward). 
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