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Thugs
target
church
in UK
For the faithful at Our Lady of

Walsingham and St. Francis of
Assisi, Rochester, England, Easter
this year seemed more like Good
Friday.

Instead of gathering for a joyous
celebration of our Lord’s Resurrec-
tion, with music, incense and other
festive features, they huddled in the
porch, snow blowing in their faces,
as their priest, the Rev. Raymond
Thompson, ministered Holy Com-
munion from the Reserved Sacra-
ment.

Just five days before, during the
holiest week of the Christian year,
vandals broke into the cemetery
chapel Our Lady and St. Francis
uses, damaging the doors and de-
stroying the tabernacle by stomp-
ing on it with their feet.

The only items taken, however,
were a packet of biscuits and a pair
of speakers. A dustpan and brush
initially thought to be taken later
turned up in the toilet. But the chal-
ices, which had been got out of their
cases, were left on the floor, and bot-
tles of communion wine were
moved but not consumed or taken.

“The scene of devastation was
truly shocking and heartbreaking to
witness,” Father Thompson told
TheTrinitarian. “The sacristy re-
sembled a bomb site.”

The break-in was the fourth such
attempt within a few weeks. The
first two succeeded, with a charity
collection tin being stolen on each
occasion, but with no damage other
than minor abrasions to the door.

After the second break-in, Father
Thompson fitted a strong hasp and
padlock, and when another attempt
was made to kick in the door, the
new secure lock thwarted the attack.
In frustration, the perpetrators
smashed the outside toilet door.

Not to be dissuaded, the hooli-
gans returned a week later, on
March 18, and although the lock
once more held out, the timbers of
the doors did not. The very large
arch-shaped doors were splintered
beyond repair and left hanging off
their hinges.

These attacks follow three inci-
dents within the last year when the

Please see BREAK-INS/3

370 confirmed in Sudan/3

Slowflakes whirl past Father Raymond Thompson as he stands next to the
boarded-up entrance to the chapel where Our Lady and St. Francis meets.

Boarded-up window is mute testimony to a subsequent break-in April 2.

UK elects
Fr. Mead
as bishop

The Very Rev.
Damien Mead
was chosen to be
2nd Bishop Or-
dinary of the Dio-
cese of the Unit-
ed Kingdom in an
electoral synod
March 29 in West-
minster Hall, Lon-
don.

Bishop-e lec t
Mead, who just turned 40 and has
been vicar general of the diocese for
the last four years, was elected on the
first ballot. He was the only nomina-
tion, and received all seven clergy
votes and 10 of 11 lay votes. The Rt.
Rev. Rommie M. Starks, episcopal vis-
itor to the diocese, presided over the
synod.

Bishop-elect Mead's nomination
now goes to the College of Bishops
and diocesan standing committees
for confirmation. The written consent
of three-quarters of all bishops of the
Original Province, including the Met-
ropolitan, and of their standing com-
mittees, is required. If that is obtained,
a date and place for consecration will
be set.

The Diocese of the United King-
dom has been without a bishop ordi-

Please see BISHOP/4

Bp.-elect Mead



The late Father Frank
Irvin of St. James’,
Cleveland, used to
say, “Devotion is a

matter of taking pains.” The
first time I heard Father Irvin
say that was during Holy
Week, when a few Hosts
needed to be moved from the
Altar of Repose on Good
Friday morning to “a Remote Place” so that if
anyone were in extremis between Good Friday
and the Easter Vigil liturgies, he could receive
Holy Communion from the Reserved Sacrament.
The easy thing to do at that time would have
been to have a cleric put on a ribbon stole over
his shirt or suit jacket, put a few hosts in a pyx,
and move them to the sacristy cupboard. But
devotion is a matter of taking pains, so a cleric
(yours truly) was instructed then in the midst of
Holy Week busyness to put on a cassock, surplice
and stole and to move the Hosts with the
appropriate reverence.

I think of Father Irvin’s dictum from time to
time, as, for instance, when I come upon a priest
who is carrying the Reserved Sacrament in the
glove compartment or trunk of his car. My
liturgics instructor when I was a seminarian
(Father, now Episcopalian Bishop Keith
Ackerman) used to ask of such, “Do they
genuflect whenever they open the door?” Of
course it requires a certain amount of effort to
make a special trip to the church to obtain the
Sacrament for sick or shut-in communions. But
devotion is a matter of taking such pains. I even
once knew a priest who always carried the
Sacrament with him, either on his person, in his
car, or in his house. The gentleman in question
justified this habit by reporting that twice he
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had been able to communicate people as they
died after automobile accidents. I do not think
the justification was sufficient. (The gentleman
also was a “Charismatic” who believed that
most of his actions and habits were divinely
authorized by immediate revelation and special
inspiration, but that is a subject for another
occasion.)

While I often fail to live in accordance with the
implication of this rule, I think it is appropriate to
make the attempt. The implications are many. It is
often easier to say Evening Prayer sitting up in
bed or lounging in an easy chair. It is more
appropriate to make a little effort and to say the
Office in church or in a straight chair. It is often
easier to ignore rubric or ceremonial, and
sometimes it is necessary and appropriate to do
so, as when the omission is necessary to avoid
gross singularity. However, it often also is devout
to make the effort.

I am sure to many Christians, particularly from
non-liturgical Protestant or from modernist
Roman Catholic or Episcopalian backgrounds,
this idea seems hidebound, stifled and legalistic--
and such critics are certainly correct that it can be
exactly those things. Still, if we owe God our best,
then devotion indeed requires that we take pains,
make an effort, and put God before our own
convenience and ease. It is appropriate that we
do things according to a rule, in decency and in
order, rather than as whim and the imaginations
of our hearts incline.

As with so many good principles, this is one I
fail to live by all too often. Nonetheless, it is a
good principle. And whatever else I get wrong, I
do put on the cassock, surplice and stole, or have
the deacon do so, when it comes to move the
Blessed Sacrament to the Remote Place on Good
Friday.

Metropolitan’s Message
The Most Rev. Mark Haverland

A matter of taking pains

Know people looking for
a Church like yours?

Tell them yourself, or refer them
to the ACC Information Center

at 1-800-506-7616

Correction

The obituary for the Rev. Canon John Hill
McCamey [TheTrinitarian, April 2008] should have
reported that he died Friday, Feb. 22, 2008.

Letter

God’s will cannot be changed
I read, with interest, the Metropolitan’s Message

[TheTrinitarian, February 2008] concerning the let-
ter from a recent convert to The Episcopal Church
from the Roman Catholic Church. The writer, whose
name was withheld, stated that while in the Roman
Church he/she was staunchly opposed to women
priests, but questions the ACC’s reasons for not
ordaining women and posed the question to the
ACC as to whether or not Christ would have denied
Mary, the Mother of God, or Mary Magdalene the
utmost honor to consecrate the Eucharist! Reading
between the lines, I believe that the writer is now
condoning women in the priesthood and, if female,
would like to be a priestess.

I thought Archbishop Haverland’s response was
excellent, ending with “Only a man can be an icon
of the Bridegroom for the Bride.” However, in The
Episcopal Church, as it exists today, would not this
be sexist? The Episcopal Church now teaches (dis-
regarding Biblical teaching) that homosexuality is
equal with heterosexuality, therefore it would be
hard for them to understand the difference, causing
them to confuse the Bridegroom with the Bride.

I would like to venture a response to the writer:
Christ certainly could have honored Mary, His

Mother, and Mary Magdalene by allowing them to
consecrate the Eucharist, had He wanted to do so.
However, the fact is He didn’t. Christ transcends all
cultures and times, and if God had wanted women
in the priesthood, He certainly would have chosen
women along with men. Instead He appointed His
Apostles, all men, to the priesthood. God made two
sexes, the male and the female, and He did not con-
fuse the differences between the two, as modernists
do today. God knew what He was doing and it is not
for man to change His will. God is the same
“Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow,” and His will still
applies to “Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.” His
will is not to be changed by man. I thank God for
the Anglican Catholic Church, whose teaching is
that of the Apostles and the Faith as it was then, is
now and shall be forever.

I thank God that the Anglican Catholic Church
refuses to make socialistic changes in the doctrine
as handed down through the ages from the begin-
ning of the Church. It is the duty of the Church to
change society, not the duty of society to change the
Church — which many “confessed” Christians are
doing today.

Joe C. Bigony
St. Michael the Archangel
Hinton,W.Va.
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Easter Day is a busy one for most ACC parishes,
but Mocdit Parish, South Aweil County, Sudan,
may have set a record this year.

The Rt. Rev. Wilson Garang, Bishop of Aweil,
reports that some 1,600 persons attended the serv-
ice, during which he confirmed 370 persons and
baptized 80. He also ordained two men to the priest-
hood.

So many people showed up that the service had
to take place outside because the church building
was too small, Bishop Garang said.

The Diocese of Aweil, which joined the ACC last
October, reports 15,000 members in 150 parishes
served by 90 clergy. Most members of the diocese
belong to the large Dinka tribe of Bishop Garang.

“The Lord is doing wonders in spite of the suffer-
ing we are in,” Bishop Garang said in an email to
Archbishop Haverland. He requested continued
prayers for “peace and God’s provisions” for the
people of the diocese, many of whom are starving
due to recent flooding and famine. “The Holy Spirit
is drawing people to Christ,” Bishop Garang added.

“The Diocese of Aweil is the largest in the ACC,”
Archbishop Haverland noted, “and its growth seems
likely to keep it as such. Bishop Wilson is one of the
half-dozen leading Christians in Sudan, where the
Church is burgeoning but also faces privation and
dangers that we in the U.S. can barely imagine.”

The ACC, partly through the Mission Society of
St. Paul, assists Bishop Garang and his diocese
through the purchase of a grinding mill, chalices and
patens for all the clergy, and the theological educa-
tion of future clergy leaders.

Aweil is located in the western part of North Bahr-
el-Ghazal state in southern Sudan, and borders Dar-
fur, where civil war and genocide sanctioned by
Sudan’s Muslim government have claimed the lives
of hundreds of thousands of Christians and animists
and have displaced millions of others. Some of them
have relocated within the territory covered by the
Diocese of Aweil, adding to the burdens already
faced by the diocese.

370 confirmed on Easter in Sudan
Church Life

Members of Our
Lady and St. Francis
brave an Easter Day
snowstorm to
receive Communion
from the Reserved
Sacrament in front
of their vandalized
church.

roof was damaged during attempt to steal lead. On
the last such attack large holes were left in the roof
during a period of heavy rainfall.

The March 18 incident is believed to have been a
targeted attack in search of cash, which is not kept
on site. “When none was found the place was prob-
ably trashed out of annoyance,” Father Thompson
said.

Destruction inside the church was limited to the
tabernacle, which was smashed when the attackers
stomped on it. The ciborium inside was crushed
and a small quantity of hosts was left on the floor.
None was taken.

“It is likely that the vandals thought there could
have been cash inside the locked compartment of the
tabernacle,” Father Thompson said.

And if this wasn’t enough, on April 2 the chapel,
located on the grounds of the Fort Pitt Military Cem-
etery in Rochester, was entered again, this time
through a glass window. Nothing was taken and,
aside from lots of smashed glass, there was no fur-
ther damage, Father Thompson said. The window
was subsequently boarded up, and the chapel’s
owner, the Royal Engineer Army Barracks, plans to
cover all windows with polycarbonate sheeting,
which is virtually unbreakable.

Temporary repairs were made to the doors dur-
ing Easter Week, with a facing of strong plywood and
the fitting of an extra padlock, so Our Lady of St.
Francis was able to use the chapel for Mass on the
feast of the Annunciation, March 31.

But, for the small parish, the Easter Triduum was
a wipeout. Due to short notice of the closure of the
chapel, arrangements could not be made for Maundy
Thursday. Several parishioners, however, made the
hourlong drive to St. Augustine’s, Canterbury, for

the Good Friday liturgy and the Vigil and First Mass
of Easter on Holy Saturday. Consecrated hosts for
Easter Day’s abbreviated service were brought from
Canterbury the previous night.

On the morning the vandalism was discovered the
police were immediately called, together with a
security patrol from the Royal Engineer Army Bar-
racks. Crime Scene Investigators soon arrived as
well and spent much time taking fingerprints from
items which had obviously been handled by the
perpetrators. The investigation was subsequently
handed over to the Ministry of Defence Police.

As of deadline no suspects have been identified
and no arrests have been made in the March 18 and
April 2 break-ins.

Repairing the damage done will be costly. Re-
placements for the main doors will be custom-made;
costs, which Father Thompson estimates to exceed
£1,000, are being met by the Royal Engineers. 

Also needed is an improved system for making

the building secure, such as metal grills on doors and
windows. “We will need to offer to make a financial
contribution towards this,” Father Thompson said.

Financial and moral support for the beleaguered
parish has come in from other parts of the Church.

The Rt. Rev. Rommie M. Starks, Bishop of the
Midwest and episcopal visitor to the Diocese of the
United Kingdom, and the Council of Advice of the
Diocese of the Midwest have provided funds for
the purchase of a new tabernacle, Father Thompson
said, adding: “We are very touched and most appre-
ciative of their generosity.”

Father Thompson told TheTrinitarian that he
and his parishioners “have been much moved and
greatly lifted by the outpouring of love and prayer-
ful support which has been arriving from all over
the ACC.”

He also asked for additional prayers that the thugs
who have been harassing Our Lady and St. Francis
“will have a change of heart and leave us alone.”

BREAK-INS
FROM PAGE 1

Bishop Garang stands amid Easter day congregation of about 1,600 persons.

“The Lord is doing
wonders in spite of the
suffering we are in ...

The Holy Spirit is drawing
people to Christ.”

BISHOP WILSON GARANG
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nary since 1997, when its first diocesan, the Rt. Rev.
Leslie Hamlett, left to form his own jurisdiction.

Born March 4, 1968 in Chatham, Kent, Bishop-elect
Mead was educated at the Diocesan and Payne
Smith School, Canterbury, Kent, and at the Geoffrey
Chaucer School, also in Canterbury, where he fin-
ished in 1985. In 1990, he received a diploma in the-
ological studies from the Old Catholic Church.

Although baptized and confirmed in the Church
of England, he was ordained priest in February 1990
in an Old Catholic jurisdiction and was later or-
dained sub conditione in the Traditional Anglican
Communion in November 1997.

He first served as priest-in-charge of an Old Cath-
olic congregation in Blackheath, London, and later
at an Old Catholic mission in Whitstable, Kent. In
1993, he founded the mission of Our Lady of Wal-
singham and St. Francis of Assisi in Rochester, which

United Kingdom
The 17th annual Synod of the Diocese of the

United Kingdom met March 29 in Central Hall,
Westminster, London. The Rt. Rev. Rommie M.
Starks, episcopal visitor to the diocese, presided.

Following the credentials report and roll call and
the acceptance of the agenda, Bishop Starks recessed
the proceedings to enable an electoral synod to be
convened. The Very Rev. Damien Mead, vicar gen-
eral of the diocese, was elected to be the next Bishop
Ordinary of the United Kingdom [story on page 1].
Following the election, Bishop Starks prorogued the
electoral synod with his benediction and called for
the resumption of the business of the annual synod.

In what could be his final charge as episcopal vis-
itor, Bishop Starks recalled sitting in the chapel of
St. Augustine’s, Canterbury, and hearing the bells of
Canterbury Cathedral. It carried him back to the
days of Anglican orthodoxy, which now resides in
the ACC. The timeliness of what we do at the altar,
he said, means we have lost nothing of the Truth.

“So where is the Faith we have so much loved
and adored?” Bishop Starks asked synod delegates,
answering the question himself: it is in the people sit-
ting in front of him. “You are the saints of today and
tomorrow,” he said. “You carry the Faith and witness
now. You are instrumental in putting God’s actions
into effect, changed as they are by God’s power.”

Father Mead reported on his visitations to parish-
es and missions during the year. He also remarked

Diocesan secretary Roy Fidge presents Bishop
Rommie M. Starks with an icon of St. George as a
token of thanks for four years of service as episcopal
visitor to the United Kingdom, as diocesan treasurer
Richard Mann looks on.

on the launch of the Gift Aid Scheme through which
the Church is able to reclaim the income tax paid on
donations made to the diocese. He also thanked all
diocesan officers who had worked tirelessly to bring
about a high standard of professionalism in the way
in which the diocese has been managed.

In other business, Synod:
nAdopted a budget of £21,900 for 2008. In his report,
diocesan treasurer Richard Mann (St. Alban, North-
olt) said the diocese has made substantial progress
in recovering tax paid on donations through the
Gift Aid Scheme.
nConsented to the following appointments by Bish-
op Starks: Frank L. Wiswall, chancellor; the Rev.
Raymond Thompson (Our Lady of Walsingham and
St. Francis of Assisi, Rochester), vice chancellor, his-
toriographer and archivist; Roy Fidge (St. Mary and
St. Eanswythe, Dartford), secretary; Mr. Mann, treas-
urer; the Rev. Donald Walker (St. Bede, Thames
Ditton), chairman of the Board of Ministry; and the
Rev. Timothy Perkins (St. Alban, Manchester), chap-
lain to Anglican Catholics at Large.
n Elected, in the House of Clergy, Father Mead, the
Rev. Charles Johnson (St. Alban, Manchester), Father
Thompson and Father Walker to the diocesan Coun-
cil of Advice. The Rev. Dom Philip French OSB (St.
Ninian, Whitby) was nominated by Bishop Starks.
In the House of Laity, Barry Capper (Our Lady of
Walsingham and St. Francis of Assisi, Rochester),
Martin Ighodaro (St. Alban, Manchester) and John
Upton (St. Mary and St. Eanswythe, Dartford) were
elected to the Council of Advice; Bishop Starks nom-
inated Paul Walker (Our Lady and St. Bernard, Ret-
ford). Ex officio members are Dr. Fidge, Mr. Mann
and Roy Hipkiss (St. Augustine, Canterbury), dioce-
san child protection officer.

BISHOP
FROM PAGE 1

he continued to serve until 2003.
In January 1999, he was received into the ACC,

along with his congregation, and was conditional-
ly ordained to the diaconate on June 25 of that year
and to the priesthood the following day by the then-
Rt. Rev. Mark Haverland. He was appointed dean
of the diocese on Nov. 24, 2001, and was named
vicar general on April 17, 2004.

In 2003, he established the mission of St. Nicholas
in Lydd, Kent, and in 2006 founded St. Augustine's
Church in Canterbury. He continues as priest-in-
charge of both congregations.

In secular life, he is founder and chief executive
officer/chairman of Credo Care Ltd., which he help-
ed to found in August 2000 as an independent fos-
tering agency for disabled children. Previously he
was a residential social worker in various London
borough social service departments; in the late 1990s
he worked for the Society for Promoting Christian
Knowledge (SPCK) as a bookseller in London and
Canterbury.

He is also director of Credo A2R, an umbrella
agency for the British Government's Criminal Record
Bureau (Disclosure) Service.

Other interests include the Kent Branch of the
Constitutional Monarch Association, which he
chairs; membership of the British Institute of Direc-
tors; governor of the Royal National Lifeboat Insti-
tute; and life membership of the Society for the Pro-
tection of Unborn Children. He is also a member of
the Royal Society of St. George.

He lives in a 15th-century, six-bedroom house in
the semi-rural ancient Cinque Port town of Lydd on
the Romney Marsh in South Kent, famous for its
18th-century smugglers. His hobbies include read-
ing, board and strategy games, and the study of his-
tory; he describes himself as a "keen member" of the
English Heritage Organization and the National
Trust.

He is the only son of Laurence and Margaret
Mead, and has a younger, married sister, Diane
Young.
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The Church of India (CIPBC)

Since its founding more than 10
years ago, St. Mary’s School in Luck-
now,India has cared for many orphans,
raising and educating them along with
its regular student body.

During that time, the orphans have
become an important part of St. Mary’s,
an English-language grammar school
drawing some 700 students of all ages
from Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, Buddhist
and Christian families.

They maintain a kitchen garden that
produces a surplus of vegetables, with
cooking done outdoors on a campfire.
Some have graduated to become teach-
ers at St. Mary’s, while others are help-
ing with administration and environ-
mental management.

The number of orphans in residence
has grown to 70, creating an urgent
need to move the children from the
classroom building to a proper dormi-
tory with kitchen and toilet facilities,
reports the Rt. Rev. Brian Iverach, epis-
copal visitor to Australia who is also
responsible for liaison between the

Original Province and the Church of
India (CIPBC), which is the ACC’s sec-
ond province.

“It is unsatisfactory to house the or-
phans in classrooms at present,” he said.

As a start toward providing suitable
housing, a site has been cleared on the
St. Mary’s campus for a new building
that will consist of a basement and two
upper floors providing kitchen, din-
ing, bathroom and sleeping accom-
modations.

The Most Rev. John Augustine,
Metropolitan of the India who also
started St. Mary’s School in the late
1990s, has begun an Orphanage Build-
ing Fund appeal. Construction will
proceed of funds are received, first on
the basement and ground floor, Bishop
Iverach said.

Persons wishing to contribute to the
orphanage may send a contribution to the
Mission Society of St. Paul, P.O. Box 1241,
Buffalo, New York 14240-1241, with a note
“Lucknow Orphanage.”

For the cost of two movie tickets and one tub of popcorn,
you can subscribe to

TheTrinitarian
for one full year!

It’s easy too! Just send your check or money order for $22 (outside the U.S.: $25 — U.S. funds only)
to TheTrinitarian, 6413 S. Elati St., Littleton, CO 80120.

Bulk mailing bundle rates are also available; inquire by writing to
TheTrinitarian circulation office (address above) or faxing (303) 798-9435.

Want to See the 
ACC Grow?

The ACC Information Center
averages over a call a day 

from those seeking a
Traditional Church. Funds

are needed to continue the
program. Send donations to:

Treasurer, Dept. of Evangelism
c/o 13495 Brightview Way

Gainesville, VA 20155-6638.

Site preparation is under way for a building
to house orphaned children residing

at St. Mary’s School, Lucknow.

Dorm for orphans needed in Lucknow

Orphans and staff members gather for the photographer.

The Order of Saint Benedict
Bethlehem Priory

430 N. Limestone Street, Lexington, Kentucky 40508-1874

Seeking a spiritual path
for your daily life,

contact us:
Monks •  Associates (both lay & clergy)

Oblates (both lay & clergy)

859-252-4354 • domosb@verizon.net

St. Joseph of Arimathea
Theological College

P. O. Box 40020
Berkeley, CA94704

Phone:415-841-3083
e-mail:sjatc@sbcglobal.net

Web site: www.anglicanpck.org/seminary

St. Joseph’s is an Anglo Catholic
seminary offering a two-year

residential program for academic
training and vocational testing.


